Old Steller Yeller

September 2011

From the Principal

Dale Evern
742-4964

Hello Steller Parents,

I loved seeing the students on the first
day of school this year. They filled the
hallways and moved with direction and
purpose. Starting the year with intensives
seems to have been a positive thing for
our students. It was very good to visit the
classrooms and various teaching areas
around the building and see such positive
and meaningful activities taking place.

The All community meeting was a
success and I believe most people
enjoyed it. The student presentations
were interesting and the hardest part of
the evening was keeping the students to
four-minute presentations. I think that’s a
good problem to have. I want to thank
everyone who helped with the picnic set
up, take down, and clean up. ASRC was
kind enough to let us use their grill, and
they even cleaned it for us when we were
done with it.

I am glad we were able to get through
registration and students are now in
classes. I hope your students were able
to sign up for all the classes they wanted.
I know not everyone can have the ideal
schedule, but I want to thank all of you
for your patience and willingness to let
the students go through the process. We
realize there are conflicts in the schedule
and will work hard to resolve lingering
issues.

Our Band and Orchestra classes are off to
a good start. We have more than twice as
many students this year, and both classes
sound pretty good to me. This month, we
will be starting both Choir and Chinese
classes after school. I am still working on
Drama, but we will have it. The Parent
Group asked me to put together a list of
clubs that are available to our students.
As soon as that is done, I will send it to
the Steller Flash and post it there.

We have several things coming up this
month to pay attention to. The ninth of
September is picture day, so make sure
your students are at their best. We use the
pictures to create school ID cards, so
make sure your students are there. The
15" of September is back to school night.
We will have a short gathering in the
MPR to kick off the night and get rotation
schedules, then we’ll start right in with
rotating to your students’ classes. The
evening will be informative and helpful so
you know what your students are learning
this semester.

September 23 is our first dance of the
year. Look for times on the Activity
calendar. The following is the policy on
dance dress and decorum:

Dance Dress Code Reminder

All participants in a Steller sponsored
dance must follow the Anchorage School
District dress code {ASD], as addressed
in the Student Handbook.

Students are not allowed to wear clothing
(T-shirts, hats, etc) that displays
obscenity, profanity, sexual innuendoes;
or a picture that promotes or glamorize
drugs, tobacco and alcohol, or disrupts
student learning and/or the educational
process.

This also includes garments with pictures
of drugs, tobacco and alcohol or any
related paraphernalia. Clothing that
allows for indecent exposure is also
prohibited. For example: clothing that
displays the abdomen/navel, midriff, chest
(excessive cleavage), dresses follow the
“finger tip rule” which is typically no

more than 4 inches above the knees. And,
while in the building students must keep
shoes on at all times!!!

If a student arrives at the dance with
clothing that does not follow the ASD
policy he/she will be asked to either:
change or leave. Inappropriate attire will
not be allowed at the dance.

Once a student leaves the dance, re-
admittance will not be permitted. Guests
from other high schools or persons outside
the school [home school etc] may attend
Steller dances if pre-arranged through the
Front Office. Students attending a Steller
dance as the guest of a Steller student must
be currently enrolled in high/middle
school and no older than 18 [student IDs
are required for admission]. The exception
to this will be the Steller proms where the
age limit of guests will be no older than
20 years of age. Guests 21 years of age or
older will not be allowed.

Chaperones and staff members will be
present and behavior that violates ASD
policy, such as inappropriate dancing, will
result in removal from the dance and a ban
from the next dance. Inappropriate
behavior includes, but is not limited to:
Moshing, Grinding, Freak Dancing,
Slamming, or the use of drugs or alcohol.

It sounds like a lot of rules to follow for a
dance, but the rules are meant to protect
your students. Please go over the rules
with your student prior to them attending
the dance.

One other exciting thing is that we have
some teachers looking into the possibility
of having a state of the art greenhouse
built on our campus. There will be more
on that as we move forward with asking
for funding and figuring out just how
much it would cost. 1 appreciate all the
support you have shown me and if we
haven’t met yet, be sure to introduce
yourself to me.

Take care for now,

Dale




Meet Steller’s
New Staff

Ashley Van Hemert

Hola! I am very excited to be teaching
Spanish at Steller. I'm looking forward
to becoming a part of the Steller
community and am particularly excited
about the new challenges and rewards
that will go along with my roles as
intensive instructor and adviser. I grew
up in Anchorage and have lived here
most of my life. I've spent the last 3
summers building a cabin in Homer
with my husband. I earned a bachelor
of arts degree in sociology with minors
in Spanish and English from Western
Washington University and earned my
Master of Arts in Teaching degree in
Juneau at UAS. I also attended a
university in Morelia, Michoacan,
Mexico where I learned Spanish and
taught English. I most recently taught
Spanish at Bartlett. I enjoy being outside
and being active. I like to run, hike, bike,
ski, cook and read. I'm fortunate to have
most of my family nearby and enjoy
spending a lot of time with them. I look
forward to meeting all of you, and to
sharing many new adventures.

Anne McCarron

My name is Anne McCarron and I am the
nurse at Steller. I have worked mostly in
elementary schools but was the nurse at
Central for three years (2004-2007). I
love working with middle school
adolescents and am very excited about
working with students in high school. I
can honestly say that I have never had a
job in school nursing or nursing in
general that I have not liked and I have
been a nurse a long time! I grew up in
Florida and ended up in Alaska by way
of the Air Force. I got out of the military
after eight years and make Alaska my
home. I lived here 22 years and although
all four of my children are grown and
have left the state, | have great places to
visit in the wintertime. I received my
undergraduate degree in nursing

science from the University of Texas and
I am finishing my graduate degree as a
psychiatric nurse practitioner at

UAA. (Only one more semester!!!!)

From left to right: Ashley

i

an Hemert, Spanish; Anne McCarron, Nurse;

Danelle Avellino, Science; Claudia Johnson-Curtis, Special Education;

Michelle Hawkins, Secretary; Deanna Blazejewski, Special Education;
Alysha Gates, Math; Dale Evern, Principal; Lee Weiland, Art.
Not pictured: Rebecca Gurney, Library Media Aide; Marilyn Watts,

Teacher Aide

Parents, please don't hesitate to call me if
you have any concerns about your child
and students I am here for you, the staff,
and be happy to meet with you then or at
another more convenient time. I am very
excited to be here and am looking
forward to a great year.

Danelle Avellino

I am really excited to be teaching
chemistry/science at Steller this year. I
was born and raised in Pittsburgh,

PA. My husband is in the U.S. Air Force
and we just moved to Alaska in

August! I have lived in North Dakota,
Panama, New Mexico, Las Vegas, and
most recently, Texas. I have taught
chemistry, physics, and physical science
at a large high school in Texas for the
past four years. I have a B.S. in
Chemistry from the University of North
Dakota. I also have a M.S. in Counseling
Psychology from Troy University. In
addition to being a teacher, I have over
five years experience as a Licensed
Professional Counselor. I have three
daughters and a little boy on the

way! He is due this December. I love
animals and enjoy hiking. I am so happy
to be in Alaska and I look forward to the
snow this winter!

Claudia Johnson-Curtis

I am delighted to join the Steller family
and look forward to working with our

wonderful students, families, Steller
family, and community. I just arrived in
Anchorage from Dallas, TX and love it
here already! I was born in Oklahoma,
have a Masters degree in Human
Relations from the University of
Oklahoma and a Bachelors degree in
Family/Consumer Science from Cameron
University in Oklahoma. This is my
second career as | came from the
corporate world in the last few years. |
was a ballet dancer for 11 years so |
particularly enjoy watching ballet. My
hobbies include travel, the cultural arts
and football. My Oklahoma “Sooners”
are rated #1 in college football this year
so don’t be surprised to see me in my OU
spirit attire!

Michelle Hawkins

Hi, I am Michelle Hawkins your new
secretary. | was born and raised here in
Anchorage and graduated just down the
street at West High. 1 am happily
married with a blended family of five
children, ages 15 to 27. I have been with
the district for many years, most recently
transferring from Related Services. 1
have always thoroughly enjoyed this age
of students, but until now never had the
opportunity to work directly with then
with the exception of my own. During
the short time I have been here I can say,
without hesitation, that Steller is a school
where students excel because the staff
and parents truly care. I a proud to be a
part of Steller.




Meet Steller’s New Staff cont.

Dean*na Blazejewski

I am ecstatic to join Steller this year as I
look forward to growing and learning
along with our students. Primarily, I
was raised in Central Texas. I graduated
from the U.S. Coast Guard Academy in
Connecticut with a Bachelors of Science
in Government, the University of New
Orleans with a Master of Education in
Special Education, and most recently,
the University of Alaska — Anchorage
with a Master of Education in Special
Education Administration.

Currently, I am pursuing a graduate
certificate in Educational Leadership
from UAA and [ am a reservist in the
Coast Guard. My hobbies include
traveling and participating in full and
half marathons, as well as sprint
triathlons. I eagerly await getting to
know the amazing individuals that
comprise the Steller community.

Alysha Gates

I am thrilled to be at Steller as a first
year teacher. I look forward to the
opportunity to help my students learn
and grow but also the opportunity for
me to do so as well.

I grew up in the Anchorage area,
graduated from the Anchorage School
District, and then left for Oregon to
pursue my degree. I attended Corban
University where I graduated with a
Bachelor’s in both mathematics and
education. My hobbies include
swimming, hiking, and cooking.

Dale Evern

Dale Evern was born and raised in
Anchorage. He attended Sand Lake and
Gladys Wood Elementary, Mears Jr.
High, and graduated from Dimond High
School just a few years ago. Dale’s
interests are mostly fishing and hunting,
but he is also a snowmachiner and
downhill skier. He loves spending time
at his cabin with his family. He is
married, and he has two daughters who
are 18 yrs. and a 15 yrs. old. Dale
attended several colleges, but he has his

bachelors and his masters degrees from
the University of Alaska Anchorage.
He is a life-long learner and he loves
to read. Dale likes being at Steller and
looks forward to the next ten years.

Lee Weiland

It is wonderful to be part of the Steller
Community as the Art Teacher here on
campus. My wife Alexis and I have
moved here from Central Florida and |
have also lived in Pennsylvania,
California, and Texas. I graduated from
Plano Senior High School, University of
Houston (BFA Studio Art), Florida
Christian College (Bachelor’s Biblical
Studies), Lincoln Christian University
(MA Theology & Philosophy). I enjoy
making art, engaging in various forms of
physical training and sports, studying
theology and philosophy, and hanging
out with my wonderful wife and playing
with my two dogs Shadow and Bonzai.
I greatly look forward to teaching at
Steller and am excited about helping
students grow intellectually and develop
an appreciation and a sense of
responsibility for the world and the
people around them.

Rebecca Gurney

Hi Steller Community...my name is
Becky and I am Steller’s library aid. 1
work in the mornings from 8-11:30. I
am excited to work side-by-side with
Svetlana this year (she will be in the
library in the afternoons). Please do not
hesitate to ask me for help with
anything...if I cannot help you
personally I can direct you to someone
who CAN. If you do not already know,
we have a nice, quaint little reading area
carved out in the library if you want to
escape the hall noise a bit, and you may
drink your morning coffee here if you
are early to school. However, no drinks/
food are allowed on the computer side
of the library. This will help keep all the
computers largely germ-free (and
functional). I look forward to getting to
know you all — again, stop by any time.

Marilyn Watts -

Hi everyone. I'm excited to be working
with the great staff and students here at
Steller Secondary School. How could I
not love working at a school that has
been named after a naturalist, George
Steller, since my degree is in Natural
Resources and Environmental
Education? I have been in Alaska
almost 30 years now but hail from
Michigan. Favorite school subject:
Math. I like to ski, hike, bird, travel and
ride in boats if given the opportunity.
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Mark your
calendar!

Picture Day is
coming
Friday,
September
Oth.

Look for more
information on
your child's
Picture Day
flyer / order
form.

Visit
Lifetouch.com
for clothing
suggestions,
online
payment
details and
more.

Nurse’s Notes

Parents,

I want to tell you how impressed I am with your adolescents! I have seen
some very independent, courteous young people in my office over the last
three weeks. It is heartwarming to see that given increased independent and
higher expectations students are anxious to live up to those expectations.

It is easy to see why Steller students excel. They have great role models for
parents. I want to thank Victoria Weindel (Emily's mother) and Rebecca
Johnson (Annie and Tim's mother) for the huge supply of healthy food for the
nurse's office. Thank you to Charlie Tyrrell (father of Charles) and the
Parent's Group as well for their contributions. I am sure there are so me I
have forgotten, but please know that your contributions are immensely
appreciated. Pass the word on that the office is well stocked for now. Any
student who forgets his or her lunch, did not have time for breakfast, or does
not have money can come to the nurse's office. Thank you parents for
making certain Steller students do not go without eating.

Speaking of food, there are a number of Steller students who have peanut or
other nut allergies. I am certain those students are well versed in avoiding
nuts, however, I want you to encourage students not to share their food.
Perhaps this is a carry over from being in elementary school, where students
are not so versed in avoiding foods they should not eat. I do want to be
cautious though. Some students are so allergic that smelling or toughing
nuts or even toughing a table that has nut residue can cause a life-
threatening reaction. Fortunately, none of the students at Steller have that
severe of a response, however, the more expose to the allergen, the more
severe the reaction is likely to be. If you or your adolescent does have nuts
or nut products in the building and even if they are not to be shared, please
let others know there are nuts in the item. All staff are trained in the use of
an epinephrine pin, however I certainly want to avoid an anaphylactic
response if we can. Nuts are healthy food items, so I am do not want them
exclude from the building. we just need use caution as with Latex. Thanks for
your help with this.

It was nice to see so many healthy foods at the bar-b-que. The garden
burgers were fantastic! I enjoyed talking to many of you and I look forward
to getting to know you better in the future. Thank you for all you do for
Steller and please let me know if there is anything special I can do for you
or your adolescent.

Sincerely,

Anne McCarron RN
Steller Secondary School Nurse
Nurse's office (907) 742-4963




Yearbooks On Sale Now
2,

Steller Parents,

Yearbooks are currently $55, but they will rise to $75-$80 by the end of the school
year. Take advantage of this opportunity to remember your time at Steller! Save
money by buying it online (visit Josten Yearbook Sales at
[www.shop.jostens.com] and look up our school) or complete the order form on

the next page and return to Svetlana.

Thanks for your support!!!

Photos Needed for
the Yearbook

Steller Parents,

If you have s student participating in any extracurricular activities (i.e. sports at other
schools, music or art camps, clubs, or jobs), and would like to have these activities
featured in the Steller Yearbook, please send an email with your pictures, the name of
your student and a brief description of the activity to jackson lana@asdk12.org.

If it’s a great moment in your child’s high school life, please yearbook it!




Order your Steller Secondary School yearbook today!

Student Name:

Grade: Homeroom:

ID#:

Student Email: Student Phone:

Parent Email: Parent Phone:

1 SELECT YOUR YEARBOOK PACKAGE

Yearbook

2 |PERSONALIZE YOUR YEARBOOK

Personalize Your Cover with your name or special phrase & up to 4 icons to make your yearbook unique.
NAME OR SPECIAL PHRASE

1st Line

2nd Line
ICONS — AT LEAST 1 LINE OF PERSONALIZATION MUST BE PURCHASED TO ORDER AN ICON!
Enter four digit icon code from below into boxes provided
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3 |ACCESSORY ITEMS

Autograph Section 8-page insert offers extra space for special messages

Photo Pockets A sheet of 6 adhesive-backed repositionable pockets to hold photos & memories

Clear Protective Cover Protect your yearbook from scratches, spills and wear

4  ORDER TOTAL

Total Due Remember: At least one line of personalization must be purchased to order an icon.

© 2011 Jostens, Inc. 11-0238

PRICE

$55.00

PRICE

You must order 1 line of personalization in order to add a 2nd line
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King Career Center tours for students and/or
parents and guardians take place every Tuesday
night at 6 p.m. beginning on September 13.

Come walk through our building and learn about the 26
different programs in Career and Technical Education.

King Career Center is located at 2650 E. Northern Lights Blvd.
Call 742-8900 or go to www.asdk12.org/schools/kcc/pages/.

Library News

Library Volunteers

There is room in the library schedule for volunteers despite the fact that
Steller now has a librarian and a library assistant. Both jobs are part

time, and there is no overlap over the lunch hour. We will need someone to
keep our library open every day during that time. Volunteers will also be
needed for special projects, and also one Friday afternoon a month when
Secondary Librarians meetings are held. Please leave your name, email
address and phone number in the library with Becky or Svetlana or with the
office.

Battle of the Books

Steller received a grant from the Glacier Lodge to buy Battle books. The
shipment has arrived and we now have books for both Junior high and senior
high. Thank a lodge member if you know one, or stop in and sign a card in
the library. THEN, check out a book and start reading.

Here is the link to the battle books list and summaries.
http://asdlibrarians.wikispaces.com/BOB+Summaries+and+other+materials



Staff Corner

“Steller is a student centered educational setting where students are empowered to work as equal partners
with faculty and parents to realize educational goals”.

-Steller Secondary School Strategic Plan 2006

Steller Secondary is a unique educational setting within the Anchorage School District. Unfettered by the
confines of our physical building, our students are able to work with parents, advisors and teachers to take
full advantage of learning opportunities throughout the community. Rarely do our students hear the words
“oh, you can’t do that here”. Advisors work hard to help students pursue their interests and to earn credits
toward graduation in a meaningful way.

Many Steller students have chosen to enhance their learning by taking courses offered at other schools,
including AP coursework or advanced music study at neighboring high schools, mathematics beyond
Calculus at local universities and participation in the APU Early Honors Program.

Our juniors and seniors taking part in the ASD’s Gifted Mentorship Program are scattered throughout the
Anchorage community in a variety of mentorships. This up-close and personal look at the realities of
career life has helped many students decide whether to pursue their interest beyond Steller and to make
valuable contacts in the community.

Students stretch in so many ways as a result of being a “Steller” student; we have fun, successful,
educational peer taught classes; we have peer coaches in math, Spanish, and other disciplines where
students volunteer their time during lunch and period 7 to assist classmates with their studies; and our 8th
grade seminar program relies heavily on student coaches who work closely with their charges and model a
love of learning that inspires.

Here at Steller we can and we do.

Change Machine

Parents please remember when sending lunch money with your
student that our change machine only accepts ones and fives
and that the office does NOT have any change. ‘




ADVISORY GROUP SCHEDULE

1st Semester

Date 9/6 9/12 9/19 9/26 10/3
Time Tuesday Monday Monday Monday Monday
8:30-9:20 AG 1" hour 3 hour 1" hour 5" hour
9:25-10:15 | 2" Hour AG 2" hour 4™ hour 2" hour
10:20-11:00 | 3 hour 3" hour AG 3 hour 3 hour
11:05-11:45 | 3" hour 4™ hour 4™ hour AG 4™ hour
11:45-12:40 | Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch
12:40-1:20 6™ hour 5" hour 5" hour 5" hour AG
1:25-2:05 6™ hour 6" hour 6" hour 6" hour 6" hour
Date 10/10 10/17 10/24 10/31 11/7
Time Monday Monday Monday Monday Monday
(Friday Sch) (Friday Sch)
Finals
8:30-9:20 1° hour 1 hour AG 1 hour 3 hour
9:25-10:15 | 2" hour 6™ hour 2™ hour AG 2" hour
10:20-11:00 | 4™ hour 3" hour 4™ hour 3" hour AG
11:05-11:45 | 4™ hour 4™ hour 4™ hour 4™ hour 4™ hour
11:45-12:40 | Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch
12:40-1:20 5" hour 5" hour 5" hour 5" hour 5" hour
1:25-2:05 5™ hour AG 5™ hour 6™ hour 6" hour
Date 11/14 11/21 11/28 12/5 12/12
Time Monday Monday Monday Monday Monday
(Friday Sch)
Finals
8:30-9:20 1 hour 5™ hour 1 hour AG 1 hour
9:25-10:15 | 4™ hour 2" hour 6™ hour 2" Hour 2" hour
10:20-11:00 | 3" hour 3 hour 3 hour 3 hour 4™ hour
11:05-11:45 | AG 4™ hour 4™ hour 4™ hour 4™ hour
11:45-12:40 | Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch
12:40-1:20 | 5" hour AG 5" hour 5" hour 5" hour
1:25-2:05 6" hour 6" hour AG 6™ hour 5" hour
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2011-12 SAT CALENDAR

ocrY NOV DEC JAN MAR MAY JUN
Test Dates 1 5 3 28 10 5 2
Regular Sep 9 Oct7 Nov 8 Dec 30 Feb 10 Apr6 May 8
Registration
Deadlines
Late Sep 21 Oct 21 Nov 20 Jan 13 Feb 24 Apr20 May 22

2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014

Test Date Registration Deadline (Late Fee Required)

September 10, 2011 August 12, 2011 August 13 - 26, 2011
October 22, 2011 September 16, 2011 September 17 — 30. 2011
December 10, 2011 November 4, 2011 November 5 — 18, 2011
February 11, 2012° January 13, 2012 January 14 — 20, 2012
April 14, 2012 March 9, 2012 March 10 — 23, 2012

June 9, 2012 May 4, 2012 May 5 - 18, 2012



SAT

ACT

Preferred by?

All Public Schools & Private Schools

All Schools

How Questions Appear

Order of difficulty

No order of difficulty

Score Choice?

No

Yes

Highest Math Level

Algebra/Basic Geometry; test booklet
supplies all formulas

Trigonometry (only 4 questions); test
booklet rarely provides formulas

Skills Heavily Tested

Vocabulary and Reading; Math

Grammar and Reading; Math

Penalty For Wrong Answers?

Yes

No

Based on School Curriculum?

Less

More

Style of Test

Tricky, with many distracters

More straightforward, fewer
distracters

Structure of Test

Critical Reading: two 25-min.
sections, one 20-min. section

Math: two-25 min sections, one 10-min.
section

Writing: one 25-min, one 10-min, one
25-min section
Experimental: one 25-min.

English: one 45-min. section Math:
one 60-min. section

Reading: one 35-min. section

Science Reasoning: one 35-min.
section

Experimental: added to tests on
certain dates; clearly added on

When it's Offered

Seven times per year:
Late January

Late March or early April
Early May

Early June

Mid October

Early November

Early December

Six times per year:
February

April

June

September (in 13 states only)
October

December

Scoring

200-800 for Critical Reading, Math, and
Writing to get a composite score; median
score roughly 1500.

1-36 for each subject, averaged
together for a composite score;
median about 21

When You Should Register

At least six weeks before the test date

At least four weeks before the test
date

For More Information

Educational Testing Service (ETS)
(609) 771-7600

WWw.ets.org
The College Board

www.collegeboard.com

ACT
(319) 337-1000

www.act.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS

N
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Friday, September 9th
Picture Day

Thursday, September |5t"
6:00 - 8:00 pm
Open House

Wednesday, September 215t
6:00 — 7:00 pm
Parent Group Meeting

Friday, September 234
7:00 - 11:00 pm
September Dance

STELLER SECONDARY SCHOOL
2508 BLUEBERRY ROAD
ANCHORAGE, AK 99503




