
Bob’s Course Descriptions
1st Quarter, 2008-09

Period 1: Conference

Period 2: Latin American Literature
Grade Level: 9-12
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: Quarter

 From Northern Mexico to the Southern-most tip of Argentina, there are authors who 
have gained world renown. The only thing that between the average reader and their novels 
is a language barrier. Luckily, many of the greatest works have been translated for us! We 
will be delving into specific authors (looking at their styles, world views, biographies, and 
most acclaimed works) and then coaching them in class.
Credit Count: World Literature, Literature Elective, English Elective

Period 3: JH Public Speaking
Grade Level: 7-8

 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: Quarter

 This is an introduction to public speaking. Students will learn different forms and 
styles of speaking in front of an audience. They will have a choice of three-four speeches 
that they will write and deliver in class. This class will be supportive and will be designed to 
help students overcome the number one fear in the United States.
Credit Count: Speech, English Elective

Period 4: Technical Writing
Grade Level: 9-12
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: Quarter

 This class looks at the different forms of business or professional communication. We 
will look at many different types, including e-mails, signage, web pages, instructions, with 
more if time allows. We will focus on what constitutes an effective message and also create 
our own.
Credit Count: Composition Elective, English Elective

Period 5: HS Public Speaking
Grade Level: 9-12
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: Quarter

 This is an introduction to public speaking. Students will learn different forms and 
styles of speaking in front of an audience. They will have a choice of three-four speeches 
that they will write and deliver in class. This class will be supportive and will be designed to 
help students overcome the number one fear in the United States.
Credit Count: Speech, English Elective

Period 6: Steller 101
Grade Level: 7-8

 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: Quarter

 We are going to celebrate everything unique about Steller: Seminar, Peer Taughts, 
SDL/I.S.’s, and Steller’s government structure. This will be a great place for our students to 
explore what all of these options can add to your educational experience as well as develop 
the possibilities available for individualized, personalized learning.
Credit Count: Writing, Speech, English Elective



I am looking for experienced Stellerites who want to help 
pass on their knowledge during Steller 101!!!



Danielle’s Course Descriptions: Fall 2008

Read to Write – 1st hour                                                                     Quarters 1 and 2      
Grade Levels: 7 – 8
 

This class is designed to help students write clear, concise, organized paragraphs and 
essays, while also building critical reading, speaking and listening skills. We will explore 
different types of writing for different purposes and will read and discuss both fiction and 
nonfiction. The course is a semester long, but students may add or drop at quarter.
Credit: .25 English

Journalism – 2nd hour
 
 
 
 
 
     Quarters 1 and 2
Grade Levels: 9-12
Students will gain practice with journalistic writing styles and formats, including but not 
limited to news, editorial, and feature. The class will also develop research and interviewing 
skills used to create balanced stories. Proofreading and editing skills will be emphasized. 
The ability to work responsibly and individually to meet deadlines is essential and expected. 
The course is a semester long, but students may add or drop at quarter.
Credit: .25 Comp. Elective or English Elective

American Literature Seminar: The American Dream                       Quarters 1 and 2
Grade Levels: 9 -12
Through our readings, we will explore the theme “The American Dream” and how it has 
changed over time. The class will read short pieces as well as novels, including The Great 
Gatsby. Students will prepare coaching and seminar questions, complete pre- and post-
writes, and participate in coaching and seminar discussions. Upon approval, students with 
seminar experience may take the class as Intermediate Seminar, selecting readings, and 
leading coaching and seminar discussions.
Credit: .25 American Lit. or .25 English Elective

8th Grade Seminar – 5th and 6th hours                                                        1st Semester
This class is Steller’s introduction to Socratic Seminar. The course’s readings will cover 
historical literature, some fiction, and philosophy. All of the reading will be done in class. 
Homework consists of writing responses to what we read in class. Students will learn and 
practice essay writing in addition to developing their group discussion and critical thinking 
skills. Acquiring new vocabulary from the readings will also be emphasized. 
Credit: .5 English Seminar and .5 Social Studies Seminar



Gerald Brown
Course Descriptions, 2008-09

Periods 1 & 2: Pre-Algebra
Grade Level:
 7 and up
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length:  Year
Prerequisites:  C average or better in basic math class or proficient on a level test for 
Pre-Algebra.  Emphasis will be based on elementary algebra topics, pattern recognition, 
computation skills (decimals, number theory, fractions proportions, and rational numbers), 
geometric relationships, and problem solving.  Evaluation will be based on homework, daily 
work, quizzes and tests.
Credit Count: .25/quarter

Period 3:  Physics 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Fee: $10.00
Grade Level:
 10 and up
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length:  Year
Prerequisite:  Currently enrolled or previous credit in Algebra II
The language of physics is mathematical word problems.
In quarters 1 and 2, we will investigate the components of motion:  Forces - balanced and 
unbalanced, inertia, speed, velocity, acceleration, momentum, work power and etc....
In quarter 3, we will study light and sound, both of which are examples of waves.
In quarter 4, we will study electricity, magnetisms and their separate and combined uses.  If 
time allows, we will study nuclear implications.
Credit Count: .25/quarter

Period 4: Environmental Science and Related Issues 
 
 First Quarter
Grade Level:
 9 and up
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length:  
Quarter
The course will have an emphasis on Alaskan wildlife and issues relating to their continued 
survival.  The first half of the quarter will be used to study animal behavior and physical 
adaptations that animals use to survive.  In the second half of the quarter the students will 
select an environmental issue with teacher permission and research both sides of the issue.  
They will then select a side and defend that selection in a research paper.  The content and 
style will be graded at grade level.
Credit Count:  This class can be used to fulfill a life science or environmental science 
credit.

Period 4:  Science Issues with a Ethical Component 
 
 Second Quarter
Grade Level:
 9 and up
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length:  
Quarter
In this course the student will select an approved topic and will write a research paper 
explaining the ethical issues involved.  In other words; "Should we, just because we can?  
They will then select a side and defend that selection in a research paper.  The content and 
style will be graded to grade level.
Credit Count: .25/quarter

Period 5:  7-8  Science 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Fee: $10.00



Grade Level:
  7-8
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length:  
Semester
In Quarters 1 & 2, we will study the physical forces of the world.  Emphasis will be placed on 
mass, weight, inertia, gravity, density, factors relating to motion and how simple and 
complex machines are used to lesson the work effort and what we must sacrifice in order to 
gain these mechanical advantages.
In quarters 3 & 4 we will be studying the chemical properties of matter.  Students will be 
introduced to the atom and its components, the periodic table and how the elements 
combine to form molecules or compounds.  
Credit Count: .25/quarter



Jean
1st Quarter Course Description, 2008-09

Period 1:  Advanced Composition
Grade Level:
  11/12
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: 
Quarter
Required course. Introduces and reinforces current methodology of writing and citing the 
research paper. In addition to papers, students are also expected to attend class each day 
for a series of mini lessons in writing mechanics, grammar and vocabulary.
Prerequisite: Essay Comp and Intermediated Comp

Credit Count: English/Advanced Composition

Period 3:  Art Fundamentals
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: 
Quarter
Grade Level:  7-9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Fee: $15
Students in this class will be exposed to the various disciplines in art: including, drawing, 
design, painting, collage, and sculpture. 

Credit Count: Elective/Elective

Period 4:  Drawing and Design
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: 
Quarter
Grade Level:  7-12
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Fee: $15
Students will begin with the two most fundamental building blocks in art – drawing and 
design. Various projects will be assigned to enhance learning and to connect these two 
disciplines to other art techniques.

Credit Count: Elective/Elective

Period 5: Drawing and Painting
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: 
Quarter
Grade Level:  9-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Fee: $15
Students will explore
 traditional and experimental methods in drawing and painting. 
Some projects will include combining both techniques in the form of mixed media and 
three-dimensional work.
 
 
 


Credit Count: Elective/Elective

Period 6:  Writing
Grade Level:  8
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: 
Semester



Students in this semester long class will have the opportunity to explore and practice 
various types of writing structures; including, narrative, descriptive, essay, speech, prose/
poetry. There will be an emphasis on grammar, mechanics, vocabulary and spelling through 
a series of daily mini-lessons, tests and quizzes.

Credit Count: English/Writing



Jennifer Strauss
1st Quarter Course Description, 2008-09

Periods 1 and 2: Basic Math
Grade Level:
 7-8
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: 
Year
Basic Math explores basic math topics such as fractions, decimals, 1-2 step equations to 
prepare you for pre-algebra.
Credit Count: Math credit .25 per quarter

***TAs Needed (2) for 1st and 2nd hour***


 
 1) To type worksheets, make copies

 
 2) To be a math tutor

Period 4: Pre-Calc
Grade Level:
 9-12

 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: Year
This math course will consist of one semester of advanced algebra and one semester of 
trigonometry.  First
semester we will focus on advanced algebra and further our knowledge of equations, 
functions, inequalities, linear systems, conic and quadratic functions, and probability.  
Evaluation will be based on homework, weekly
writing assignments, tests, and a cumulative final. The percentage weight of each category 
can be negotiated.
Prerequisite:  C or better in Algebra 1I both semesters.
Credit Count: Math credit .25 

Period 5: Advanced Math Topics - (PT Math Topics)
Grade Level:
 9-12

 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: Quarter
Have you ever wondered if there is anything larger than infinity?  Could you turn a circle into 
a square?  If you want to answer these questions then this is the class for you.  This is a 
hands-on math class designed for students who have taken algebra and geometry.  We will 
explore topics in advanced mathematics in an interactive and fun way.  
Prerequisite: Algebra 1 and geometry preferred.
Credit Count: Math credit .25 

Periods 3 and 6: Geometry
Grade Level:
 7-12

 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: Year
This class focuses on deductive and inductive reasoning.  This first semester focuses more 
on deductive reasoning.
Prerequisite:  A C or better in Algebra 1 both semesters.
Credit Count: Math credit .25 per quarter



Periods 7: Yearbook
Grade Level:
 7-12

 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: Year
This class will develop and create a yearbook of the school to sell and distribute.
If you want to take yearbook, but cannot take it after school talk to me! We can work around 
it.
Credit Count: elective credit .25 per quarter



Jennifer’s
Fall Semester, Course Description, 2008-09

Period 2: American Short Stories
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Fee: 
$5.00
Grade Level:
  7-8
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: 
Quarter 1
We’ll read some great short stories.. some cliff hangers, a little comedy, a few fantasies, 
myths, and legends. We will also read poetry and drama, fiction and nonfiction, and 
traditional American myths and legends. Over the course, we will learn the elements of a 
good story and write a good story ourselves. 
Required: 1G min. flashdrive for storage and transportation of your projects. 
Credit Count: Reading or LA Elective

Period 2: Adventure Literature
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
Fee: $5.00
Grade Level:
  7-8
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: 
Quarter 2
Tales of adventure date back to the earliest forms of literature, with the Odyssey, the Iliad, 
and other stories. Often, the main character will scale large mountains, go on amazing 
adventures on land or at sea, overcome amazing obstacles, or travel to never-before-seen 
places. We will be reading the action classics Treasure Island and Lord of the Flies. The 
authors offer us action and adventure... and unforgettable stories. 
Required: 1G min. flashdrive for storage and transportation of your projects. 
Credit Count: Reading or LA Elective

Period 3: World History
Grade Level:
  9-12

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Course 
Length: Year
World History, 1st Quarter, will include the Classical Greek and Roman era leading up to the 
Dark Ages. Discover the foundations of Western culture and those of the Middle East, Asia, 
Africa, and Early American cultures. Find out why civilizations rise and fall, what legacies 
they leave, if we are fated to rise and fall as well.
Required: 1G min. flashdrive for storage and transportation of your projects.
Credit Count: World History I

Period 4: Early Alaska History 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Fee: 
$5.00
Grade Level:
  7-8
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: 
Quarter
We will be learning about the rich history of Native and Russian Alaska in this class, the 
history before the United States purchased Alaska. 
Required: 1G min. flashdrive for storage and transportation of your projects. 
Credit Count: Social Studies History



Period 4: Early American Alaska
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Fee: 
$5.00
Grade Level:
  7-8
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: 
Quarter
In this class, we will be learning about the early years of Alaskan history before and after the 
United States purchased Alaska. 
Required: 1G min. flashdrive for storage and transportation of your projects. 
Credit Count: Social Studies History

Period 5: World Geography I
Grade Level:
  7-8
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: 
Quarter 1
We will discover what it means to be part of a global community. We'll learn about our 
diverse planet and its peoples and cultures, and look at less-familiar places and people, 
such as the nomadic Tureg of Morocco. Geographical knowledge helps us to understand 
others, their cultures, and the planet that influences their lives. 
Required: 1G min. flashdrive for storage and transportation of your projects. 
Credit Count: Social Studies Geography

Period 5: World Geography II
Grade Level:
  7-8
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: 
Quarter 2
In this continuing class we will discover what it means to be part of a global community. 
We'll learn about our diverse planet and its peoples and cultures, and look at less-familiar 
places and people, such as the nomadic Tureg of Morocco. Geographical knowledge helps 
us to understand others, their cultures, and the planet that influences their lives. 
Required: 1G min. flashdrive for storage and transportation of your projects. 
Credit Count: Social Studies Geography

Period 6: Essay Composition 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
Fee: $5.00
Grade Level:
  9-12

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: 
Quarter 1
In this introduction to the essay form we will be writing primarily narrative and descriptive 
essays. This is the type of essay that you will need to write for the Admission Officers at the 
colleges where you will apply. On average there are 500,000 essays submitted to colleges 
each year. You’ll learn not only how to write well but how to get that tired admissions 
officer’s attention. Required: 1G min. flashdrive for storage and transportation of your 
projects. 

Credit Count: Essay Composition

Period 6 : American Literature

 
 
 
 
 
 
    Fee: 
$5.00



Grade Level:
  9-12

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: 
Quarter 2
We will explore modern American writers such as Hemingway, Fitzgerald, Faulkner, and 
Steinbeck.  We’ll look at the writers of the Harlem Renaissance, such as Richard Wright and 
Langston Hughes; and we’ll read a few of the Beat figures, such as Jack Kerouc and William. 
S. Burroughs.  Finally, we will review some contemporary authors, Norman Mailer, Jamaica 
Kincaid, and Amy Tan.  We’ll read novels, short stories, poetry, and essays, and, in the 
process, we will discover the distinctive American voice of these writers. 
Required: 1G min. flashdrive for storage and transportation of your projects.
Credit Count: American Literature



Jim Rehmann  
First Semester 2008- 2009

Period 1:  Consumer Economics
Grade Level: 9-12

 
 
 
          

 
 
 Course Length: 1st 
Quarter
This course will survey the world of business and finance.  Topics such as consumer credit, 
business and bank credit reporting procedures and your credit profile will be discussed.  
Insuring your car and the  new laws recently enacted will be covered. Insurance products as 
an investment option, and income tax schedules and   reporting requirements will be 
covered as well.  A brief look at the stock market will also be covered as time permits.   
There will be numerous guest speakers.  Attendance is mandatory.   Class discussions will 
be followed by a speaker review.
Credit count:  one of the two required Econ Credits

Period 1: Business Economics
Grade Level: 9 -12                                                     
 
 
 
 
 Course 
Length: 2nd Quarter
There are more individuals who have made their fortunes in America in the last 25 years 
than there are millionaires who have inherited money from rich ancestors.  Rich people 
follow some very basic business principles of beginning, developing, and growing their 
small business into financial empires.  We will study these principles and you will develop 
your own business plan. 
Credit Count:  one of the two required Economics credits.

Period 2:  Mentorships
Grade Level:  Grades 9-12                                          
 
 
 
  Course Length:  
Year Long
This course is similar to the ASD Mentorship Program, however, there are no qualifying tests 
or GPA considerations.  Students will research career fields that are if interest.  The ASVAB 
occupation inventory test will be given as well as an overview of the 10 Multiple Intelligence 
Learning Styles.  Speakers representing different career fields will come to class and discuss 
their occupations and the journey they undertook to achieve their vocational goals.  
Students will select a field placement from an approved list of community agencies. 
Students are required to track the number of hours at the work site, complete a self 
assessment survey, and receive a closure evaluation from the placement supervisor.  A brief 
summary paper will be required to earn academic core elective credit.  The credit earned will 
correspond to the ASD Approved Program of Studies.  Students must attend all classes and 
work at the placement site after the school day.  All of the above documents will be retained 
in a student-created portfolio.
Credit Count:  core elective or elective credit.

Period 4:  Community Service
Grade Level : 8 -12                                         
 
 
 
 
  Course Length: 
Year Long
A vital component of the Steller Philosophy is that:  “…… part of this quest (for self 
sufficiency) involves the recognition  of each individuals role / responsibility  in the larger 



community “ and “ ,,,,,, to integrate youth with the life of the local and global community for 
their mutual benefit.”     Members of the Steller Community now provide countless hours of 
public service to their school, church, and civic communities as part of their belief in the 
above philosophical principles.  Now students may conduct community service during the 
school day.  Enrollment in this class, during a double period, means that you will be off 
campus  working for an agency from an approved list to choose from.  A log of hours and a 
journal of activities will be required in order to earn elective credit.  A letter from the 
community agency evaluating your performance must also be submitted to earn credit.  You 
do not have to earn all 40 hours from the same service agency nor during a specified time 
period.   All of the above document will be retained in a portfolio that you create.
Credit Count:  elective credit.

Period 4:  Conference

Period 5:  Government Field Studies
Grade Level: 11-12
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Course Length:  1st 
Quarter
The first quarter of the semester is called government field studies.  Each student will 
attend 4 class lectures, listen to guest speakers from political parties in the state of Alaska.  
Students will select a political campaign of their choice to work on either at the local or 
national level. A total of at least 40 hours must be spent working directly in the field for the 
candidate.  A journal will be required that documents the activities performed in the field 
and the student’s reflections on those experiences.  Total grade for this class is attendance 
at all 4 class periods as outlined the first class period, and a one page reaction paper for 
each guest speaker. Either the candidate or campaign manager must write a letter of 
recounting the student’s activity level.  Students in this class will not be  on campus at 
Steller during 5th period but will accrue  most of their 40 hours working for the candidates 
at their office or other sites during this time.
Credit Count:  one of two required government credits.

Period 5:  Government
Grade Level: 11-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length:  
2nd Quarter
This course is offered as a follow up to Government Field Studies.  W will examine the US 
Constitution as a working document referred to as the Elastic
Constitution.  We will look at the historical renaissance ideas as they are played out in the 
Constitution itself. The levels of government, branches of government ad the duties of 
elected officials will be balanced against the responsibilities of each citizen.
Credit count: one of two required government credits.

Period 6:  Internships 
Grade Level:  9-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length:  
Year Long
This course formally offered during the intensives is now available as a year long class.  
Students can register for a field placement at a business, school, social service agency, etc… 
from an approved list and accrue their  40 hours during the school day.  The expectation is 
that students will not be on campus during 6th hour.   A site supervisor evaluation letter will 



be required after the completion of the assignment.  Additionally a log of hours spent 
working and a journal must be turned in which will be placed in a portfolio that will be 
assembled by you.  Credit earned will be a graded elective credit but may be considered for 
a core elective depending on the type of placement and the corresponding ASD Program of 
Studies.
Credit count: a graded credit as indicated above.



Karen Emmel – Paula De Laiarro
Fall, 2008-09

Period 2:    College Planning      
 First Quarter only

Grade Level:
    11-12
 
 
 
 


College Planning will offer you time, tools and opportunity to complete (or get 
a good start on)  the process of deciding on a college, and applying there  as 
well as locating scholarships. 

You will gather information and complete a student portfolio suitable for 
review by local groups who offer scholarships.

You will learn to use the Alaska Career and Information system, (AKCIS) as well 
as other web-based College and career websites.  

Parents will be encouraged to join in the process as well as to participate in the 
class.  As speakers, they can tell about their chosen careers, and the path they 
followed to arrive.

We will share information through presentations and do some role playing to 
practice our interview skills,  There will be written assignments, but my goal is 
to accomplish all of this work during class time.

NEW THIS YEAR, Paula DeLaiarro, will team teach with me,  Paula is working on 
a certificate in College Counseling from UCLA, and will spend her internship in 
this class.  She has both academic and personal experience with the college 
process, and will be a asset to the class.  

Credit Count:  Elective credit. 



KenÕs Cour se Descr ipt ions Fir st Qua r t er Ô08

Period 1
 
 
 
 US History
 
 
 
 Grades 9-12

 This quarter is part of a year-long study of US History from the French and Indian War 
to the present. While the potential class content is huge, we’ll look at topics that are of 
particular interest to the class and spend more time on them where appropriate. Course 
work will include group work, cooperative group work, some lecture, and various other 
activities. Tests will be essay and some map work.
 
 

Credit: US History

Period 2
 
 
 
 Alaska Studies
 
 
 Grades 9-12

 This class is part of the semester-long requirement. This quarter focus on case 
studies in the history and economy of Anchorage, the physical and human geography of 
Alaska, and a closer focus on class selected historical periods from Alaska’s history. Course 
work will include group work, cooperative group work, some lecture, and various other 
activities. Tests will be essay and some map work.

Credit: Alaska Studies

Period 4
 
 
 
 World Hot Spots
 
 
 Grades 7-8

 This class will focus on the causes and effects of the political and religious conflicts 
taking place around the world. Student will choose two conflicts to research and present to 
the class as part of a Powerpoint presentation. Course work will include cooperative group 
work, some lecture, mapping, research, film reviews and other activities. Tests will be essay 
and objective. 
 Credit: Junior High Social Studies

Period 5
 
 
 
 US History
 
 
 
 Grades 9-12

 This quarter is part of a year-long study of US History from the French and Indian War 
to the present. While the potential class content is huge, we’ll look at topics that are of 
particular interest to the class and spend more time on them where appropriate. Course 
work will include group work, cooperative group work, some lecture, and various other 
activities. Tests will be essay and some map work.
 
 

Credit: US History

Period 6
 
 
 
 Field Studies Government
 
 Grades 11-12

 Students will spend the quarter working on a local political campaign of their choice 
doing whatever the campaign manager or volunteer coordinator or both need to have done 
in support of their candidate. Students are expected to log at lease 40 hours on their 
respective campaigns and may volunteer beyond the end of the quarter to work up to to 
election. This promises to be a pretty exciting year as many races will be closely contested 
and that, along with the presidential and state-wide races will make for a lively political 
season.
Credit: Government





Michelle
Qrt./Semester of Course Description, 2008-09

Period 1: Psychology
Grade Level:
 9-12

 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: Quarter/
Semester

 Psychology is the study of mental processes and behavior.  Within this multi-faceted 
discipline, we will study aspects such as perception, cognition, emotion, personality, 
behavior, and identity. This course is designed to provide students with an overview of basic 
terminology, major theories, principles, and methodologies of psychology with an emphasis 
on human behavior. This class will enrich each student by providing them the knowledge to 
better understand themselves, their lives, and their communities.
Credit Count: (Social Studies elective)

Period 2: Self-Directed Learning Course
Grade Level:
 9-12

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: 
Quarter

 This course is designed to enable learners to be responsible owners and managers of 
their own learning process in any area of Social Science.  SDL courses integrate self-
management and self-monitoring among students while control gradually shifts from 
teacher to student.  Individuals participating in SDL courses take the initiative to formulate 
learning goals, identify resources, plan and research, select and implement learning 
strategies and evaluate outcomes of a chosen area of interest.  
Credit Count: (Social Studies)

Period 3:  Developmental Psychology
Grade Level:
  7-8
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: 
Quarter

 This course will provide a foundation of knowledge that will help one understand 
psychological changes that occur in human beings.  The primary focus will be on 
understanding the physical, social, emotional, and intellectual growth and development of 
children from the ages of birth thru the end of adolescence.  We will examine a broad 
spectrum of topics including motor skills, problem solving, language acquisition, moral 
understanding, and identity formation.
Credit Count: (Social Studies elective)

Period 4:  World History
Grade Level:
 9-12

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: 
Semester

 This course allows students to take a journey through time enabling them to 
investigate historical areas, documents, and artifacts, while encouraging them to make 
connections between the past and present.  Critical thinking skills will be enhanced through 
map analysis, research, and document-based investigation as we explore people and 
cultures from societies among beginning civilizations to present day.
Credit Count: (Social Studies) 



Period 6:  Introduction to Social Science
Grade Level:
 7
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: 
Quarter

Introduction to Social Science is an interdisciplinary study that will assist students in 
making connections between, and thinking critically about social issues both past and 
present.  In addition, students will learn how to incorporate beneficial study skills and 
organizational methods that will enhance their transition from elementary to the secondary 
level of education. Also, students will become familiar with the differences and 
requirements of self directed learning and independent study courses available here at 
Steller.
Credit Count: (Social Science elective)



Natalie Holland
1st Quarter 2008-09

Period 1 & 2: Algebra I
Grade Level:
 7-12

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: 
Year
Prerequisites: The prerequisite for this class is an average grade of C or better in a yearlong 
pre-algebra class.  
Description: During first quarter we will start to get acquainted with the language of Algebra 
learning the properties and rules, working with equations, signed numbers, and absolute 
values.  Evaluation in this class will be based on homework, tests, and class work.  The 
percentage weight of each category can be negotiated.

Credit Count: .25 Math

Period 3 & 5: Algebra II
Grade Level:
 9-12

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: 
Year
Prerequisites: This course is a second year algebra course.  It will expand on the topics 
learned in a one or two year algebra class, therefore you must have successfully completed 
that class with an average grade of C or better.  
Description: Graphing calculators are required (TI-83 plus will be used by the instructor) 
and integrated into the class presentations.  You will be responsible for learning your 
graphing.  Students will be expanding their knowledge of the language of Algebra, vis-à-
vis, We will do this by learning more about equations, inequalities, graphing, matrices, 
probability, direct variation, compound functions, and quadratic equations.  Evaluation will 
be based upon a combination of homework, weekly writing assignments, tests, and a 
cumulative final. The percentage weight of each category can be negotiated.

Special equipment required: Graphing calculators are required (TI-83 plus will be used by 
the instructor)
Credit Count: .25 Math

Period 6: Calculus
Grade Level:
 9-12

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: 
Year
Prerequisites: The prerequisite for this class is an average passing grade of C or better in a 
yearlong pre-calculus class.
Description: The class will be learning about continuity, limits, derivatives, derivative 
applications, and the basic rules of differentiation including implicit differentiation.  
Evaluation will be based on tests and weekly assignments/quizzes, and there will be a 
cumulative final.

Credit Count: .25 Math

TA’s wanted for any hour





Descripci—n de cursos
Semester 1  2008-09  Nina

Per’odo 1:! Español I 
Grades:  7-10! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Fee: $5.00
ÒMeeting and Greeting and All About ME!Ó  might be a good title for this Þrst semester.  We will 
practice basic conversation and pronunciation, talk about things we like and don"t like, learn a bit 
about Hispanic culture and geography, do artsy crafts and sing!  ÁFant‡stico!  ÁBienvenidos a todos! 

AIDE WANTED: Student of Spanish preferred

Per’odo 2:  Español 1
Grades:  7-10! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Fee:  $5.00
See above 
 

AIDE WANTED: Student of Spanish preferred

Per’odo 3:  Español 2 
Grades:  8-12! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Fee:  $5.00
ÁLa aventura continœa!  This quarter we will talk about family, friends and vacations.  Oral 
presentations,  grammar review, and exploration of the origins and cultural signiÞcance of various 
holidays are a few of the things we will cover this semester.

Per’odo 4:! Conferencia 
! !
! !
Per’odo 5:  Español
 
  3/4! ! ! ! ! Fee:  $5.00
Esta clase es para todos los estudiantes de Espa–ol 3 y los de 4 quienes quieren / necesitan repasar 
los conceptos y la gram‡tica del a–o pasado.  Estudiaremos gram‡tica m‡s avanzada; hablaremos 
denuestras experiencias and opiniones; Ácomeremos!  Tal vez leeremos La Catrina, una novela de 
suspenso inmenso:)  

Per’odo 6:! Español 4+!
Grades:  9-12! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Fee:  $5.00
Esta clase se concentrar‡ en conversaci—n, discusi—n y eventos corrientes.  Totalmente en espa–ol 
!
! !
  



Course Descriptions
School Year: 2008-2009

Quarter 1
Philip Fleckenstein

STUDENT AIDES NEEDED ANY HOUR!!!

Period 1: Advanced Topics In Biology 
 
 Fee: $20 
Grade Level: 9-12 
Length of Class: Year Long (unless pre arranged with instructor)
Prerequisites: Biology
This advanced science class will cover topics from introductory biology in much greater detail. Topics are to 
include but are not limited to chemistry of life, cell structure, genetics, evolution, animal behavior, botany, and 
ecology. 
Credit Count: Science

Period 3:  Science Challenge 
 
 Fees: TBD
Grade Level: 7-12
 Length of Class: quarter
This class is an exploratory science class with the goal of investigating the scientific method 
through “challenges” presented to students.  Many topics in the physical sciences will be 
covered including but not limited to flight, simple engineering, and introductory physics.
Credit Count: Science or elective

Period 4: Passages
Grade Level: 9-12 
 Length of Class: 
Semester
Passages are personally challenging projects developed by each student in one of six 
different areas to demonstrate the ability to apply their skills in the real world. The Passage 
process includes the writing of a proposal, which is approved by a committee of peers, the 
advisor and a staff consultant. Mentors and parents are encouraged to participate. The six 
Passage areas are: Adventure, Career Exploration, Creativity, Global Awareness, Logical 
Inquiry and Practical Skills. 
Credit Count: any  upon petition

Periods 5 and 6: Biology 
 Fees: $10
Grade Level: 9-12 
 Length of Class: Year 
This yearlong course is designed to study life starting from the microscopic and moving into the macroscopic 
world. Emphasis will be placed upon the scientific method for research and content areas will include but not be 
limited to chemistry of life, cell structure, genetics, evolution, animal behavior, botany, and ecology. Lab fee is 
10 dollars and the class is open to 9th through 12th grade.
Credit Count: Life Science

STUDENT AIDES NEEDED ANY HOUR!!!



Shannon
 1st Semester Course Descriptions, 2008-09

Period 1: Meteorology
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Fee: $5.00
Grade Level:
 7-8
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: 
Quarter
A semester length course where students will learn how meteorologists monitor the weather 
using weather maps, satellites, radar, and physical and observational measurements of the 
atmosphere and sky.  Students will also study the atmosphere’s origin, composition and 
structure.  Air pressure, humidity, saturation and stability, clouds, precipitation, wind, air 
masses, fronts, cyclones, anticyclones, thunderstorms, tornadoes, hurricanes, and weather 
forecasting techniques will all be included. 
Credit Count: Life Science, Science Elective

Period 3: Chemistry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Fee: $10:00
Grade Level:
 9-12

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: Year
Prerequisites: Algebra I 
This class is an introduction to chemistry emphasizing properties of matter, chemical 
change, atomic structure, physical and chemical properties, mole concept, chemical 
periodicity, writing formulas and equations, nomenclature of compounds, chemical 
bonding, use of symbols, as well as electron valence levels and energy transfers.  Chemistry 
incorporates mathematics by using it to communicate observations and changes in 
experimentation. Students will use the knowledge gained in class and apply it directly to 
experiments in the laboratory.  Grades will be based on labs, homework, lab notebooks, 
tests and quizzes as applicable.  Be prepared to keep a neat binder and to have it reviewed 
periodically. 
Credit Count: Physical Science, Science Elective 

Period 4: Geology 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Fee: $5:00
Grade Level:
 7-8
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: 
Semester
We take a closer look at our physical environment, its origins and history.  The class will 
have particular relevance to the immediate surrounds of Anchorage and Alaska.  We will 
consider how geologic processes and hazards influence human activities (and sometimes 
the reverse).  Students will learn to identify many of the geologic features surrounding 
Anchorage, and have the opportunity to experience field studies in the local area.
Credit Count: Physical Science, Science Elective (middle school)

Period 5: Health 
Grade Level:
 8
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: 
Semester
A semester length course designed to assist students in acquiring a core knowledge related 
to the maintenance of well being for life.  Our studies will include but not be limited to, 
mental health, growth and development, nutrition, personal health, communicable diseases, 
and environmental health.  The latter half of the semester will involve experts in the field 
educating us about individual topics. 
Credit Count: Science Elective (middle school)



Period 6: Chemistry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Fee: $10.00
Grade Level:
 9-12

 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: Year
Prerequisites: Algebra I 
This class is an introduction to chemistry emphasizing properties of matter, chemical 
change, atomic structure, physical and chemical properties, mole concept, chemical 
periodicity, writing formulas and equations, nomenclature of compounds, chemical 
bonding, use of symbols, as well as electron valence levels and energy transfers.  Chemistry 
incorporates mathematics by using it to communicate observations and changes in 
experimentation. Students will use the knowledge gained in class and apply it directly to 
experiments in the laboratory.  Grades will be based on labs, homework, lab notebooks, 
tests and quizzes as applicable.  Be prepared to keep a neat binder and to have it reviewed 
periodically. 
Credit Count: Physical Science, Science Elective 



Troy’s
1st Quarter Course Description, 2008-09

Period 1: Conference
Note: Any peer taught classes that I would be a sponsor of would have to occur this 
hour.

Period 2: Weight Training
Grade Level: 7-12
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: 
Quarter
This course is to promote the development of muscular strength and endurance, and to 
enjoy the benefits of regular physical activity.  Students also will learn to identify the major 
muscle groups and they practice weight lifting exercises designed to increase the 
performance of these muscle groups.  The discussion and practice of weight lifting 
techniques and principles, guide students in the implementation of a personal fitness 
program.  The primary class activity involves regular conditioning exercises supported by 
lecture and discussion.   
Credit Count: P.E.

Period 3: Flag Football
Grade Level: 7-12
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: 
Quarter
The purpose of this course is to learn the fundamentals to football without major pain.  NO 
PADS, NO HELMETS and NO TACKLING...   Yes you will get blocking, running, and passing.  
This class is designed for students who desire to improve their skill in football.  All 
fundamentals of the game will be covered.  Drills will be used as well as team play.  You will 
be graded on improvement, attendance, behavior, sportsmanship, and participation.  (Team 
work is the key to any team sport.)  Students are required to wear appropriate clothing and 
shoes for outdoors.  Students should expect a vigorous workout. 
  
Credit Count: P.E.

Period 4: Soccer
Grade Level: 7-12
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: 
Quarter
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to basic skills and knowledge associated 
with soccer. By applying these principles through active participation, students develop the 
necessary skills and knowledge to play soccer. In addition, this course provides students 
with opportunities to improve physical fitness, acquire knowledge of fitness concepts, and 
practice positive personal and social skills. Students will gain and understanding of how a 
wellness lifestyle affects one’s health, fitness and physical performance.
Credit Count: P.E./ Elective

Period 5: Ultimate Frisbee/ P.E. Games
Grade Level: 7-12
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: 
Quarter
This course teaches the game of Ultimate Frisbee. The students will learn the basic rules of 
play and the proper way the social interaction of the rules of play are incorporated into the 



game.  On days that the weather is too bad to get our we will use the gym for some other 
games and activities. 
Credit Count: P.E./ Elective

Period 6: Lifetime Personal Fitness
Grade Level: 9-12
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Course Length: 
Semester
Lifetime Personal Fitness is a semester class required for graduation. In this class students 
learn to meet fitness standards, experience activities, which a student can incorporate into 
their lifestyle for life. Students will discover where their own fitness levels are and ways for 
them to improve the levels. Working within their own target heart rate zone the student will 
increase their heart's functioning ability. Muscles will be worked both for strength and 
endurance. Flexibility and stress management will be incorporated into the class structure. 
Upon successful completion of the class a students will have a respect for all aspects of 
fitness and be able to design a program for him/herself that will be affective for their own 
lifestyle. 
Credit Count: LPF


